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Didn’t receive your 
paper? Want to place 

an ad, or a letter to the 
editor? Contact us at 

361-358-2550.
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•	Salsa	Fest	-	A	day	of	music,	fun	and	fireworks.
Learn to ham it up - 
radio style. Page 7A

INSIDE

Inside: Major boys claim District 29 title. Page 11AObits: Berkley, Denson, Gonzalez, LaGlish, Ramon. Page 2A
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Dark side of eagle ford
By Jason Collins
Bee-picayune staff

BEEVILLE – Bee County law 
enforcement officers are hoping that 
the county will authorize not only 
additional staff but the purchase of 
tasers for those patrolling the high-
ways and country roads.

The reason: the county is growing, 
and with that comes crime.

In 2012, the number of crimes 
reported to deputies that would 

As crime rises, 
county law 

enforcement 
pleads for  

more deputies

The amount 
of traffic and 
people coming 
into the area 
is equating to 
not only more 
money but 
more crime and 
wrecks. County 
officials are ask-
ing for more 
deputies, and 
raises, to combat 
the increases.
Gary Kent file photo

Lighting 
up the 
Fourth

By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – Two deputies with the Bee 
County Sheriff’s Office stopped drug smug-
glers from getting more than 600 pounds of 
marijuana out onto the streets of American 
cities at the end of June.

According to a press release from Deputy 
Lt. Ronnie Jones, Sgt. Kevin Behr and Deputy 
John Billman were checking out an area in the 
county known to be a staging area for human 
smuggling.

They arrived at the area at 4:32 p.m. on June 
28 and started finding evidence of activity as 

Deputies stumble upon 
600 pounds of dope

Hales bales

Zero hour 
five p.m.

By Mackey Torres
Bee-Picayune staff

Every second Saturday of each month, 
the South Texas Aerospace Club holds its 
monthly rocket launch. This Saturday, 
they will hold another launch.

This time, they want to do it big; big-
ger than before. 

“This is a first night rocket launch,” 
said STAC Vice President Mei Yates. 
“Basically, we’re wanting to take this 
launch and make it an opportunity to 
invite everybody in town and to celebrate 
Independence Day with us.”

Following the success of Three Rivers 
High School physics and chemistry 

Contributed photo

Members of the South Texas Aerospace Club will 
hold a special nighttime rocket launch Saturday 
at the Beeville Municipal Airport. The events 
begins at 5 p.m. Spectators are welcome.

(See County, 5A)

(See Smugglers, 5A)

By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

B E E V I L L E 
– Hundreds of 
fireworks lovers 
decided to cel-
ebrate the night 
of Independence 
Day Friday by 
driving out to the 
Bee County Expo 
Center with their 
families to watch 
another gigantic 
fireworks display.

The parking 
lot in front of the 
Expo Center and 
both sides of FM 
351 were packed 
with families who 
parked to watch 
more than $3,500 
worth of fireworks 
explode over the 
facility.

“One of the 
things I really 
enjoyed was see-
ing all the fami-
lies who came out 

‘Admiral’ Daniel 
Hinojosa waves to 

the crowd as his float, 
the USS Lexington, 

makes it way around 
the H-E-B parking 

lot on July 4. Several 
bikes, tricycles and 

wagons were deco-
rated in stars and 

stripes to participate 
in the 17th annual 

H-E-B July 4th parade.
Bruce Harper photo

In the photo at top 
by Gary Kent, fire-
works explode in the 
night sky during the 
fireworks display at 
the Bee County Expo 
Center.

(See Nighttime, 3A)

(See Fourth, 3A)

Rocket men take fligHt


